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REALIZATION OF BLENDED LEARNING IDEAS IN TEACHING ENGLISH FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES

Intercultural integration and changing settings in the modern world of professionals require implementing the new models of teaching
foreign languages for specific purposes that involve extensive use of information and communication technologies and blended learning
methods. The article is devoted to the use of e-learning distance courses in a technical university educational environment as a method of
blended learning. The reasons for using blended learning technologies are given. The results of survey on general orientation of the stu-
dents’ motivation to study are presented. The e-learning distance course on English for Specific Purposes has been implemented, and its
content and students’ feedback are considered. It is concluded that the realization of the ideas of blended learning in teaching English for
Specific Purposes through e-learning distance courses should be methodologically justified, that is balanced with face-to-face instruction.
In such a way this method can become a key link between current technologies, professional knowledge and effective learning conditions.
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Mixuenko I'anuna Edyapoisna,
Hayionanvnuii mexuiynuti ynieepcumem Yxpainu « Kuiecoxuii nonimexuiunuii incmumym imeni lzops Cikopcokozoy, m. Kuis

PEAJIIBALISA IJTEA 3MIIIAHOI'O HABYAHHSA Y HABYAHHI AHLL JIACBKOI MOBU
JJIA CIIEHIAJIBHUX IIJIEN

MisickynemypHa inmezpayisi ma weuoKi 3MIHU Y CYYACHOMY C8imi nompeOyioms NpoeaodiCeH s HOBUX MOOeNell HAGYAHHSL IHO3EMHUX
MO8 07151 cneyianbHux yinet, wo nepeodayae wupoxke sUKOPUCMAaHHs IHGHOPMAYIIHO-KOMYHIKAYITIHUX MEXHON02I ma Memodie 3MIUaAHO20
naguanns. Cmamms npucesuena UKOPUCIAHHIO MYTbMUMEOIUHUX OUCIMAHYITIHUX KYDCIG 8 OCEIMHbOMY cepedosulyi MmexHiuHo20 yHisepcu-
memy K Memooy smiuiano2o naguauns. Pozenaoaiomocs nepegazu smiuiano2o HaguanHs ma 6i02yku cmy0enmis wooo ixuboi pobomu Hao
OUCMAHYITIHUM KYPCOM, NPOBEOEHOT Y MENCAX YACy, 8i08€0eH020 015l IHOUBIOYANIbHOT pobomu cmydeHmie. 3pobiieHo BUCHOBOK, W0 pedniza-
yis i0etl 3MiWAHO20 HABUAHHS Y HAGUAHHNI iIHO3EMHOI MOBU NOBUHHA OYMU MEMOOO02IHHO 0OIPYHIMOBAHOIO MA BPAX0EYEAMU OCOONUBOCMT
HABUANLHOT OUCYUNILIHU.

Knrwowuoei cnosa: smiwiane naguanms, oceimue cepedosuiye, iHpOpMayitiHo-KOMYHIKAYIIHI MeXHON02il, MyTbmumMediiuHull OuCmanyiil-
HULL KYpC, AHSTINICbKA MOBA OJIsi CReYiabHUX Yinell.

Muxnenxo I'anuna J0yapoosna,
Hayuonanvuwiti mexnuueckui ynugepcumem Yxpaunvl « Kueeckuii nonumexnuyeckuti uHCmumym
umenu Heops Cukopckozoy, 2. Kues

PEAJIM3AIINSA UJEA CMEIIAHHOI'O OBYYEHMS B IPEIIOJABAHUN AHIUTIMACKOT O A3BIKA
JJIA CIIEHUAJIBHBIX HEJIEN

Medickynomyphas unmezpayus u Ovicmpule USMEHEHUs. 8 COBPEMEHHOM Mupe mpedyliom @HeOpeHus HOBbIX MoOelell 00yUeHuUs UHO-
CMPAHHBIM SA3bLIKAM Ol CREYUATbHLIX Yellell, Ymo npeonoiazaem wupoxoe UcnoIb308anue UHGOPMAyuoHHO-KOMMYHUKAYUOHHBIX MeX-
HONO2UIL U MeMOO08 cMeulanno2o odyuenus. Cmanmvs NOCEAUEHA UCNOb30BAHUIO MYTbMUMEOUNIHBIX OUCIIAHYUOHHBIX KYPCO8 8 00pa30-
6amenbHOU cpede MeXHUYeCKo20 YHUGEPCUMema Kak Memood cMewanio2o obyyenus. Paccmampusaiomes npeumywecmea cmeumanno2o
00yHeHUs U OM3bI8bL CMYOeHmos 06 ux pabome HAO OUCMAHYUOHHBIM KYPCOM, NPOBEOCHHOU 8 PUMKAX 8PEMEHU, OMBEOCHHO20 OISl UHOUBU-
dyanvrou pabomer cmyodenmog. Coenarn 661600, YUMo peanu3ayus uoeil CMeuanHo2o 0byueHus 6 00yyeHUuU UHOCMPAHHOMY A3bIKY OO0IHCHA
6bINb MEMOO0I0SUYECKU 000CHOBAHHOU U YHUMbIEAMb 0COOEHHOCMU YY4EOHOU OUCYUNTUHDL.

Knwoueswie cnoga: cmewannoe obyuenue, obpazoeamenvhas cpeod, UHOOPMAYUOHHO-KOMMYHUKAYUOHHBIE MEXHON02UU, MYTbmume-
OQUIHBIL OUCMAHYUOHNBLIL KYPC, AHSTUUCKULL A3bIK 0I5 CNeYUATbHBIX Yelell.

In the modern world of intercultural integration and changing settings, foreign language acquisition proves to be the necessity for
a highly qualified specialist in any sphere. It is a fact and must-have. Nevertheless, the foreign language teaching process itself, espe-
cially teaching English for Specific Purposes (ESP), although characterized by positive changes and wide use of interactive methods,
still requires creating and implementing the new models of teaching ESP that involve the developments in modern education such
as: interdisciplinary integration, variability, use of information and communication technologies (ICT), etc.

Foreign language teaching at our universities remains conservative, giving too much focus on learning about the language rather
than learning through or with language [6], whereas it must also fulfil the task of developing key personal skills and competences
of a professional.

According to the survey conducted at Igor Sikorsky Kyiv Polytechnic Institute, 78% of students hope that as a result of the pro-
fessional training they will realize their studying dreams and expectations. At the same time, only 60% of the respondents believe
that the educational environment of their university fully promotes intellectual development, and up to 46% of them think that the
main thing is only to get a diploma and Bachelor’s /Master’s degree. The students are not always satisfied with the existing traditional
system of both general professional training and the teaching of humanities, pointing out insufficiency in the number of problem
solving tasks and lack of using ICT in studying process [4].
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The analysis of research in pedagogy and psychology (V. Krasilnikova [1], K. Krechetnikov [2], G. Selevko [5], etc.) allowed us
to determine such advantages of using ICT in the educational environment of a technical university:

- possibility of implementing an activity-based approach and learner-centered approach while maintaining holistic learning;

- possibility of building an open system of education, which provides every student with his/her own trajectory of studying and
self-learning;

- creation of an effective system of information and teaching materials management;

- increased motivation of students;

- availability of ICT at any time.

Among the popular ways of using ICTs in an educational environment are as follows: electronic textbooks, encyclopedias; role-
plays and intellectual games by using artificial intelligence; distance learning; conducting educational teleconferences, webinars; use
of controlling test programs and presentations, etc.

ICTs are a powerful factor in motivating learning and intellectual development of future engineers. On the one hand, they help to
conceive the importance of professional tasks, increase the relevance and novelty of learning content as electronic training materials
can be continuously updated. On the other hand, ICTs meet intellectual interests of young people, who prefer multitasking on mobile
devices: communicating with friends, searching for information, listening to music, etc.

One of the promising areas of using ICT in education is so called “blended learning”. The meaning of this concept has changed
over time. N. Friesen [7] proposes the following definition: “Blended learning” designates the range of possibilities presented by
combining Internet and digital media with established classroom forms that require the physical colIpresence of teacher and stu-
dents”.

Thus, blended learning combines conventional and modern technologies: face-to-face instruction and technology-mediated in-
struction. The model does not consider radical rejection of traditional education, since full-time education provides the development
of important linguistic and socio-cultural skills.

Hauk and Stickler [8] believe that blended learning can be a solution to learning problems. Osguthorpe and Graham [9] distin-
guish six reasons for using blended learning models in education: improved pedagogical approaches, access to teaching materials,
social interaction, student’s personal choice and self-control; low cost; facilitated revision of the learning material.

ICT in the classroom is not a memory stick with a presentation, but modern educational online services, training platforms,
virtual laboratories, cloud multimedia applications, chat rooms, educational projects, etc. Thus, the main task for the faculty is the
development of educational and methodological support for individual work of students.

Since professional training stipulates the readiness of a future engineer to quickly find and process as well as effectively apply
information to fulfil both reproductive and creative tasks, the content of the training material must meet the requirements of speed
and unpredictability during the performance of these tasks. Also the effective tasks are those with different levels of complexity,
or competitive nature as well as time limitation on performance. It goes without saying, it is easier to fulfil these requirements by
introducing e-learning distance courses in the educational environment of a technical university and, in this way, realize some ideas
of blended learning in teaching ESP in practice.

The aim of this article is to analyse the use of e-learning distance course in teaching English for Specific Purposes at the techni-
cal university as a method of blended learning.

E-learning distance course allows differentiating the learning process, monitoring a student with feedback, and increasing stu-
dents’ interest in learning by using game tasks.

One of the most popular e-learning platforms in the world is Moodle (Modular Object-Oriented Dynamic Learning Environment)
developed in 2002 (https://moodle.org/). The main characteristics that make this system a leading e-learning platform are as follows:
- supporting more than 40 languages of the world and various databases (PostgreSQL, MSSQL, MySQL, Oracle, text file);

- having an easy to understand and use interface;

- expanded functionality and possibility to present and update educational materials in various formats;

- allowing the control of the obtained knowledge in automatic or remote manual modes, updating of a student’s learning indi-
vidual plan according to his/her results;

- conducting the assessment of students’ knowledge on the basis of testing methods (matching tasks, multiple choice, etc.).

In addition to the possibility to use multimedia and the tools such as wiki, blog, forum, glossary, questionnaire, etc., the teacher
can change the time for performing tasks and the number of attempts, as well as vary assignments and give a student the right to
choose them. You can also organize online lectures, webinars and seminars. By means of the function of personal comments it is
possible to discuss the problems personally with the teacher.

We developed and introduced into practice the e-learning distance course called “English for Future Engineers” for the third and
fourth year students of technical departments at Igor Sikorsky Kyiv Polytechnic Institute [3].

Our ESP e-learning distance course has been used within the time allocated for the individual work of students (self-study). It
consists of five modules and a final test. Each module includes listening and reading comprehension tasks, glossary, practice in spe-
cialty vocabulary and grammar structures used in a professional setting as well as the tasks to write business correspondence (CVs,
job applications, etc.).

The professionally-oriented topics about the specifics of engineering work, recruitment and selection, motivation to perform
work, professional development and safety rules in the workplace are discussed in the context of the activities of the UK energy
companies. This contributes to the formation of sociocultural competence of the students and motivation for learning ESP. The for-
mat of an e-learning course allows the students to get acquainted with some knowledge in psychology, personal development and
requirements to a professional.

The final test aims at checking students’ performance. Reference materials are also offered; they include practical recommenda-
tions on writing a resume, letters of application and job interview tips.

The students performed the tasks of the course in two modes: the initial mode when they could to see the keys to the tasks for
self-check and the test mode. After completing the tasks, the students used the forum and questionnaire to express their impressions
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about the course, mentioned interesting and useful activities, gave recommendations to the students who would perform the tasks of
this course in future.

It is important to note that students highly appreciated the possibility of self-control and self-correction of their work while doing
in the training mode as well as the implementation of an individual approach. They pointed out that limiting the number of attempts
and time greatly contributed to the mobilization of their intellectual resources and interest in learning. The students compared the
learning process with a game, which is a fundamental difference between an e-learning course and the traditional set of exercises in
ESP teaching practice. Some results of the questionnaire are given in Table 1.

Table 1
The attitude of students towards the tasks of the e-learning distance course “English for Future Engineers”
No Questions more*“yes” than “no”

I am quite satisfied with my progress in processing the material. 82,61%
The course tasks are interesting and informative. 83,61%
I liked the course on the Moodle platform as I was able to independently plan my work at o

X 78,26%
the time frame set by my teacher.
As a result of performing the tasks, my professional vocabulary has expanded greatly. 78,26%
I spent less time every other time when doing the tasks from the following section. 52,18%
My interest in learning ESP has increased after doing this course. 69,57%
The use of e-learning distance courses can contribute to the creation of an effective 73.91%
learning environment. e

Here are some advantages of the course in the students’ words: “close connection between the content of the course and special

9 Ger LEIT3

disciplines”, “a great number of interesting topics and ESP vocabulary”, “instant check of tasks in the training mode”, “possibility

CLINT

to perform tasks in any place at any time”, “this course adds zest to learning”. Most students expressed the idea that the use of e-
learning courses in professional training of future engineers could contribute to the creation of the effective learning environment of
a technical university.

Conclusion. Considering all the advantages of applying ESP e-learning distance courses in tertiary education, we should admit
the importance of face-to-face ESP teaching in classrooms and consider finding the right balance of time allocated for both face-
to-face and technology-mediated instruction to be a crucial principle in blended learning. The choice of teaching methods should
always be pedagogically and economically justified; in our case, the peculiarities of ESP teaching should be considered. In addition,
to implement educational potential of electronic resources, it is necessary to apply them systematically.

At present, the use of ICTs and blended learning technologies in teaching ESP is a necessity that results from both scientific and
technological progress and needs of intercultural society. So, we recommend: 1) to create an educational environment that encour-
ages students to take part in intellectual activities with active usage of ICTs and Internet resources; 2) to improve syllabuses by means
of using ICTs in a system way by using e-learning distance courses, and thus realizing the ideas of “blended learning”; 3) to organize
the learning process on the basis of problem solving activities to enrich the cognitive experience of students and take this into account
when creating training materials of various levels.
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