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ABSTRACT

Central Europe has been a key arena for the Law and Justice
party foreign policy activity, driven by the belief that Poland’s
strong position in the region could enhance its ability to
influence decisions within the European Union. At the same
time, the expectation was to increase the subjectivity of Poland
and the countries of the region. Polish energy security activities
carried out over the years (infrastructure development,
diversification strategy) were based on the conviction of the
possible negative consequences of market monopolization by
the Russian Federation. In this regard, the need for projects
that can strengthen security was emphasized, and cooperation
with Central European countries and Ukraine also played an
important role. Therefore, the country could play an extremely
important role in the region’s energy independence efforts.
It was therefore recognized that the Nord Stream 1 and Nord
Stream 2 pipelines could weaken not only Ukraine, but also
other Central European countries. The cognitive aim of the
article was to analyze the political thought of Law and Justice
towards the importance of Ukraine for ensuring energy security
of Poland and Central European countries. The starting point
for consideration was the thesis that Law and Justice treated
Ukraine as a key partner in efforts to reduce the importance of
the Russian Federation in the region, an area that was central to
the party’s foreign policy.
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Introduction

Central Europe has been a key arena for the Law and Justice party’s foreign policy
efforts. In this context, one of the most important elements for the representatives
of this political party was the desire to strengthen the energy independence of the
countries of the region vis-a-vis the Russian Federation, which, in the opinion of the
Law and Justice party, used energy resources for its foreign policy. For this reason,
Ukraine, a country that has played an important role over the years in transporting
crude oil and natural gas from Russia to Central and Western European countries,
has played an extremely important role in these activities.

Over the years, the Russian Federation has taken various measures to reduce
Ukraine’s importance in Europe, and one of the most important tools has been
energy resources. In the past, the natural gas crises that have occurred have been
arbitrarily used by the Russian Federation to advance its foreign policy goals, which
have ranged from minimizing the country’s importance in ensuring the energy
security of Central European countries to «bypassing» Ukraine by implementing
energy projects to that end (the construction of the Nord Stream 1 and Nord Stream
2 pipelines). For Law and ]Justice, the Russian-German energy project was not
businesslike in nature and its purpose was political. Undoubtedly, Law and Justice’s
assessment of the international environment ultimately proved accurate, as it was
the party that repeatedly raised on the Polish and international political scene that
the construction of the Nord Stream 1 and Nord Stream 2 pipelines would weaken
Ukraine and lead to war.

The full-scale attack by the Russian Federation on Ukraine in February 2022
significantly changed the geopolitical situation in Central Europe in various
dimensions, including energy. Law and Justice has for years advocated measures to
strengthen the energy security of countries in the region through the development
of energy infrastructure, which is also served by Polish projects (including the
construction of an LNG terminal in Swinoujscie, the Baltic Pipe gas pipeline, Poland-
Lithuania and Poland-Slovakia interconnectors). For Law and Justice politicians,
Ukraine undoubtedly played an extremely important role in efforts to strengthen the
energy independence of Central European countries, which is why they negatively
assessed the construction of the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline. In this regard, they fully
supported Ukraine’s position.

The cognitive aim of the article was to analyze the political thought® of Law and
Justice towards the importance of Ukraine for ensuring energy security of Poland
and Central European countries? In this context, it was crucial to answer three
research questions: 1) how Law and Justice politicians assessed the level of energy
security of Central European countries during this period; 2) what role Ukraine

1 Political thought should be understood as «any form of reflection on political reality,
regardless of the degree of development, internal coherence and systematization, as well as
theoreticalization and concretization» (Jachymek, Paruch, 2001).

2 Analysis of political projects to ensure the country’s energy security is the subject of a
study of the political thought of political parties (Paszkowski, 2015).
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played in the assessment of Law and Justice’s efforts to reduce the importance of the
Russian Federation in the region; 3) how Law and Justice politicians assessed energy
projects underway in Poland that could lead to increased energy security for Central
European countries and support Ukraine in its quest for energy independence. The
considerations in the article reveal the main arguments formulated by the politicians
of this political party on the need and legitimacy of increasing the energy security of
Central European countries and the role and position of Ukraine in this regard. The
starting point of the analysis was the thesis that Law and Justice treated Ukraine as
a key partner in efforts to reduce the importance of the Russian Federation in the
Central European region, an area central to the party’s foreign policy.

The importance of Ukraine on the energy map of Europe

For years, Ukraine has played an extremely important role in foreign policy and
regional cooperation efforts (Soko6t, 2022) and the idea of strengthening the energy
security of Central European countries. For many years, the Law and Justice party has
treated cooperation with the country as an important aspect of its efforts to reduce
the influence of the Russian Federation in the region. That's why Law and Justice
advocated an «open door» policy for Ukraine’s membership in the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (Sanecka-Tyczynska, 2011; Wicha, 2012). In this context, the
role of Ukraine on the energy map of Europe, as a transit country for crude oil and
natural gas supplies, was also emphasized. Also, in the context of Poland’s energy
security, the country has played an importantindirect role, which can be strengthened
depending on joint projects.

Ukraine, according to the Law and Justice party, had several important functions
for Poland, both political, economic and military. In the energy dimension, the country
has played a different role in ensuring the energy security of Poland (indirect) and
Central European countries (direct). This importance was due to the lack of energy
connections, although in the past Ukraine was considered an important energy
partnerinthe construction of the Brody-Plock pipeline, i.e. an extension of the Odessa-
Brody pipeline established in 2002 to enable the supply of crude oil available in the
Black Sea (mainly from the Caspian region) to Central European countries, primarily
Poland. The concept of building a pipeline emerged in 1996 to diversify the sources
and directions of crude oil supplies (Paszkowski, 2011). In this regard, there has
been dialogue between energy exporting countries at the political level (Azerbaijan,
Kazakhstan), transit countries (Georgia, Ukraine) and potential importers (Poland,
Lithuania). This idea was implemented by Lech Kaczynski, President of the Republic
of Poland in 2005-2010 in the framework of «energy summits» organized in Krakow
(11-12.v.2007), Vilnius (10-11.X.2007), Kiev (23.V.2008) and Baku (13-14.X1.2008).
Under these conditions, the concept introduced was aimed at increasing the energy
independence of Central European countries from the Russian Federation and
increasing the availability of crude oil from other directions (Wicha, 2021; Zurawski
vel Grajewski, 2016).

The preparation of the Brody-Adamovo pipeline project was the responsibility of
MPR «Sarmatia», whose shareholders include state companies from Poland (PERN),
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Ukraine (Ukrtransnafta), Georgia (Georgia Oil and Gas Corporation), Azerbaijan
(SOCAR) and the Republic of Lithuania (Klaipédos nafta - now KN Energies). This
project envisaged the construction of a 397 km pipeline (271 km on Polish territory
and 126 km on UKrainian territory) with a capacity of 10 million tonnes per year
(Niewiadomski, 2022). Ongoing work on the construction of a pipeline connection
linking the Polish and Ukrainian crude oil systems ultimately failed to materialize.
Severalissues have contributed to this. First, the lack of profitability of the investment,
due to the limited availability of crude oil (Azerbaijan maximizes exports through
the Baku-Thbilisi-Ceyhan pipeline) and the low interest of domestic refineries in
crude oil from the region (Plock, Gdansk). Second, the cost of implementation of the
investment and the source of funds necessary for the construction of the pipeline,
especially since the owner of MPR’s «Sarmatia» is the company responsible for
transporting and storing crude oil, not processing it (excluding SOCAR). Thus, the
lack of interest in buying crude oil and the guarantee of its purchase by refineries in
Poland undermined the economic sense of this investment.

The war in Ukraine and the country’s expected economicrecovery will also require
increased demand for liquid fuels in the country. In this context, a debate has taken
place in Poland on the possibility of building a pipeline and securing crude oil supplies
in an alternative direction to the original one. However, the legitimacy of building
the pipeline and securing crude oil supplies to Ukraine is currently questionable
for several reasons. Primo, Ukraine’s refining industry is in a catastrophic situation,
and the destruction of the Krzemenchuk refinery as a result of the war means that
there are currently no functioning plants that could be supplied by the new pipeline.
This will require the construction of new refineries, as well as the expansion of the
national pipeline network. Secundo, the cost of upgrading or building new refineries
will be extremely high. At present, it is difficult to indicate the size of the refinery
construction, especially since it is not known, among other things, what the demand
for liquid fuels in Ukraine will be, and thus how much refining capacity will be
needed. In addition, it should be taken into account that the construction of refineries
in a region at war will be higher due to the potential insurance of such transactions.
Tertio, there are refineries in the region capable of supplying the Ukrainian market
with liquid fuels. The situation is not expected to change even after the war ends. At
the same time, the process of closing less innovative plants in Europe will continue
in line with the energy transition and thus the development of the market for electric
cars. Quarto, in the situation of the decision to provide crude oil supplies to Ukraine
through Poland, and thus the crude oil terminal in Gdansk, it would also be necessary
to build a second line of the Pomeranian pipeline. Under current conditions (EU
sanctions against Russia and cancellation of crude oil supplies from that direction),
the capacity of this pipeline is already insufficient for refineries in Germany (Schwedt,
Spergau). If exports to Ukraine increase, the capacity of this pipeline would have to
be increased (Zesp6t ThinkTank Tréjmorze, 2022).

With regard to natural gas, the existing Polish-Ukrainian interconnection allowed
limited supplies of this commodity from Ukraine to Poland and in the opposite
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direction. The decline in the importance and role of Ukraine on the energy map
of Europe, along with the construction of the Nord Stream 1, Nord Stream 2 and
TurkStream pipelines, has meant a reduction in the transit of natural gas through its
territory. In this context, Ukraine’s underground natural gas storage facilities (the
largest in Europe) have also lost their importance (Paszkowski, 2023). Under these
new conditions, Polish companies have been keeping natural gas in storage facilities
in Ukraine, which were used mainly in the autumn and winter, a time of increased
demand for this commodity.

However, in addition to Ukraine’s limited importance to Poland, which focuses
solely on maintaining natural gas reserves, the country plays an important role in the
region. For many years, Ukraine has played a valuable role in the context of natural
gas supply. Thus, the country has guaranteed the energy security of Central European
countries. At the same time, such a position has strengthened the country’s role in
the region. The lack of transit, which may occur from 2025, will be fundamental to
the new architecture of energy security in Central Europe (Tani, Sheppard, 2023). In
this new environment, Ukraine will have to rely on domestic natural gas production
and natural gas connections with countries in the region. As a result, the number of
interconnections between countries can be expected to increase, as well as countries
that already have access to regasification terminals (e.g., Poland).

In conclusion, it should be pointed out that the importance of Ukraine for
Poland’s energy security over the years has been limited. Nevertheless, there have
been attempts to implement joint energy projects (construction of the Brody-Plock
pipeline) that could strengthen political-energy relations between the two countries.
However, under the new changed circumstances, the prospects for the pipeline are
questionable due to the weakness of the refining sector in Ukraine. In the context
of natural gas cooperation, Poland uses existing underground natural gas storage
facilities in Ukraine, which play an important role during the autumn and winter.
However, the chances for further development of energy cooperation are limited,
as the most important issue is political stability, which can be ensured only after the
end of the Russian-Ukrainian war. According to Law and Justice, Ukraine played a
key role in ensuring the energy security of Central European countries.

Against «bypassing» Ukraine

Over the years, Law and Justice’s approach to Ukraine’s political independence
has been unchanged. In doing so, it recognized that the country should shape its
energy policy in a sovereign manner. In this context, all kinds of natural gas crises in
the past, which, according to the Law and Justice party, were inspired by the Russian
Federation, which used such situations to undermine Ukraine’s role as a transit state,
were negatively assessed. For this reason, Law and Justice politicians stressed that
joint Russian-German energy projects could eventually lead to armed conflict in
Europe (Wiech, 2023).

Earlier energy crises, which led to the suspension of natural gas supplies from
the Russian Federation to Europe on several occasions (2006, 2009), have revived
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political debate about the importance of the country as a supplier of energy
resources. Undoubtedly, the natural gas conflicts of 2006 and 2009 negatively
affected the international community’s perception of Ukraine as a transit country.
This point of view was also inspired by the Russian Federation. The interruption of
natural gas supplies to Central and Western Europe has been one of the elements
of the discussions on the construction of the Nord Stream 1 pipeline (formerly
the Northern Gas Pipeline). The implementation of this type of investment, which
was finally launched in August 2006, was negatively assessed by Law and Justice
politicians. The position adopted at the time emphasized the lack of a business case
for Russian-German investment. A similar point of view was raised by politicians of
this political formation when the construction of the Nord Stream 2 pipeline began.
The investment, initiated in 2011, was contrary to the Polish raison d’état, since,
like the earlier project, it was political rather than economic in nature. According to
the Law and Justice party, the two projects posed a threat to the energy security of
Poland and Central European countries, so three charges were brought against them
in this context (Paszkowski, 2023). First, the implementation of the investment has
hindered the diversification of sources and directions of natural gas supply to Central
European countries. In this context, it was feared that the Russian Federation would
monopolize the natural gas market in Europe. It also noted the negative impact of
the project on other energy projects and the possibility of importing natural gas from
other directions. In fact, it was recognized that the price and solutions offered by
Russia could hinder active infrastructure development efforts, given that natural gas
availability was assured from the east. As a result, for many years import capacity
in Central Europe was not expanded, but only natural gas connections were built
between countries. Some exceptions to this rule were the construction of an LNG
terminal in Lithuania’s Klaipeda (2014), an LNG terminal in Poland’s Swinoujscie
(2015) and the Baltic Pipe pipeline, which allows natural gas supplies from Norway
to Poland (2022). It was only with the outbreak of the Russian-Ukrainian war in
2022 that the construction of LNG terminals in Europe progressed and infrastructure
was developed to enable the abandonment of natural gas supplies from the Russian
Federation.

Second, argued the negative impact on the implementation of the common energy
policy, including ensuring energy solidarity of Central European countries towards
Ukraine. It was clear to Law and Justice that the construction of the Nord Stream
1 and Nord Stream 2 pipelines, as well as TurkStream, would technically «bypass»
Ukraine in terms of natural gas supplies from the Russian Federation to Europe. [t was
recognized that a project in this area could significantly lower the country’s position
on the energy map of Europe (Warzecha, 2021). At the same time, it was pointed out
that Ukraine’s declining role could ultimately lead to war on the continent. The views
formulated stemmed from a belief in the Russian Federation’s superpower policy
and its attempt to rebuild its influence in Central Europe, with energy resources
as a key tool in this regard. In this way, Russia applied the Falin-Kvitinsky doctrine
(Mroz, Paszkowski, 2023). According to Law and Justice, the establishment of
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Russian-German gas pipelines thus undermined the principle of energy solidarity in
Europe, as the process of becoming dependent on natural gas supplies from Russia
progressed under such conditions, while at the same time decisions in this regard
were made arbitrarily by the governments in Moscow and Berlin. In a particular way,
these pipelines have undermined the sense of energy cooperation in Europe, as they
have come under attack from many EU member states. At the same time, realizing
the purpose of the Nord Stream 1, Nord Stream 2 and TurkStream pipelines, Law and
Justice politicians stressed the negative consequences for EU-Ukraine cooperation.

Third, the reduced importance of Ukraine as a transit country. The expansion of
import capacity and the simultaneous monopolization of the European energy market
by the Russian Federation have significantly undermined the sense of transporting
natural gas through Ukrainian territory. Law and Justice politicians stressed that it
is in Ukraine’s vital interest to maintain its status as a transit state to fulfill at least
two tasks. Primo, to provide the financial resources necessary both to keep Ukraine’s
energy infrastructure in proper working and to generate revenue for the state
budget. Secundo, continue to play an important energy role in Europe, which had
direct implications for both political and military positions on the continent. In this
context, it was believed that Ukraine could once again fall into the sphere of influence
of the Russian Federation, especially since its low importance on the energy map
of Europe could, as predicted by the Law and Justice party, lead to war (Kowalski,
2021).

In conclusion, it should be emphasized that Law and Justice politicians realistically
assessed the energy situation in Europe. The views of the party’s members stemmed
from a belief in the Russian Federation’s expansive foreign policy and the use of
energy resources to achieve political goals. In this context, they pointed out that
an energy-independent Ukraine, which would play an appropriate role on the
European continent in the transit of energy resources, is an important link in the
energy security of Central European countries. Law and Justice politicians stressed
the negative impact of the Nord Stream 1 and Nord Stream 2 pipelines in particular
on the European security architecture. Undoubtedly, they were fully convinced that
the construction of these pipelines would lead to the marginalization of Ukraine in
Europe, and thus the country’s importance to other countries on the continent, and
ultimately lead to war.

Supporting energy independence for Central Europe

For Law and Justice, treating the Central European region as a key area of political
activity meant that domestic energy projects were intended not only to serve Poland,
but also to strengthen the independence of the countries in the area. To a large
extent, such issues became even more relevant when the Russian-Ukrainian war
broke out in February 2022. It was of utmost importance to Law and Justice that the
completed energy projects, which were originally intended to strengthen Poland’s
energy security, could ultimately also have a positive impact on energy independence
from the Russian Federation. In this context, it also advocated the construction of
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an energy hub to serve not only Poland, but also other Central European countries,
including Ukraine.

For many years, Poland has advocated energy independence for Central European
countries and believed that infrastructure development would be an important
aspect. Undoubtedly, for years, in the opinion of the Law and Justice party, there was
a «chess game» going on in Europe, whose participants were the Russian Federation
on the one hand, and the Central European states on the other. As Piotr Naimski,
Government Plenipotentiary for Strategic Energy Infrastructure pointed out, «they
[Russia - M.P.] are trying to close the region [in terms of natural gas supplies - M.P.],
and we are trying to escape from it» (YouTube, 2018). As part of the ongoing rivalry,
the field of «battle» was the natural gas market, due to its direct importance for
energy security. At the same time, this commodity was crucial to the functioning of
both industry and the economy more broadly, as well as to citizens (used in thermal
generation). It was therefore a sector that was particularly subject to politicization,
and one of its elements, characteristic of the Russian Federation’s relations with
Central European countries, was the conclusion of political agreements in addition
to trade agreements. Therefore, unlike in Western European countries, this was an
area of activity that also required the participation of the political factor.

Undoubtedly, the importance of the natural gas sector to the security of the
country was undeniable, which necessitated the need to adequately counter emerging
threats. In Central European countries, the Russian Federation’s foreign policy, which
has not actually led to the development of import capabilities, has been evaluated
in different ways over the years. Therefore, it is primarily the country’s goods that
have guaranteed the functioning of the economies of the various countries over the
years. Even the naturals gas crises of 2006 and 2009 did not revise the approach to
cooperation with Russia in many countries, and in some cases even tightened it.

The politicization of a key sector of the economy has led Central European
countries to approach cooperation with the Russian Federation in different ways.
There is no doubt that Poland has been taking active steps over the years to diversify
the sources and directions of natural gas supplies, and this goal has been pursued
through a number of investments. First, the regasification terminal in Swinoujscie,
which has made Poland one of the countries with a global influence on the natural
gas market. Second, the construction of the Baltic Pipe pipeline, which allowed direct
access to natural gas produced in Norway. Third, the development of transmission
infrastructure on the north-south axis, including in particular the construction of
an interconnector linking Poland with Lithuania (GIPL) and Poland with Slovakia.
Thanks to the implementation of these investments, it was possible to import natural
gas to Poland via the regasification terminal in Klaipeda, Lithuania, and from southern
Europe via Slovakia (e.g., access to LNG terminals in Greece and natural gas exported
by Azerbaijan to Central Europe via the TANAP/TAP pipelines, based on expanded
gas connections in the Balkans). At the same time, the infrastructure created also
made it possible to ensure natural gas supplies from Poland to Central European
countries, i.e. north to Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia and through the Balticconnector
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to Finland, as well as south to Slovakia and other countries in the region (Furman,
2022).

A key aspect, promoted by Law and Justice, of Poland playing a greater role in
Central Europe was the development of import and transmission capacity, mainly
to the south of the continent. Infrastructure development was particularly affected
by the Russian-Ukrainian war. The full-scale attack by the Russian Federation on
Ukraine has prompted Central European countries to take active steps to limit
Russia’s influence on political decisions since February 2022. An important aspect
in this regard was the process of energy independence. Therefore, Poland, while
continuing work on the construction of a regasification terminal of the FSRU type
in Gdansk, considered two solutions. Primo, the construction of one larger unit with
the capacity to supply about 12 bcm per year. Secundo, construction of two smaller
units with a total import capacity of 10.6 bcm per year (the first, larger unit with
a regasification capacity of 6.1 bcm and the second, smaller unit with an import
capacity of 4.5 bcm) (Energetyka24.pl, 2023).

Essentially, the construction of FSRU-type regasification terminals was to allow
Poland to play a significant role on the energy map of Europe. Thus, the Law and
Justice government’s goal was to create a gas hub that would allow Poland’s LNG
terminals (mainly a smaller one with import capacity, which was to be builtin 2027)
to be used to export natural gas to Central European countries (Kancelaria Prezesa
Rady Ministrow, 2023). In this context, it was pointed out that the construction of
such infrastructure would enable the implementation of at least three tasks of a
strategic nature. First, the «derusification» of natural gas supplies to the countries
of the region, that is, ensuring access to this resource from other directions than the
Russian Federation. Thus, under the new conditions, energy security would be based
not on supplies from the east, but from Poland. Second, the energy integration of the
countries of the region and the growth of Poland’s role on the energy map of Europe.
In this context, the possibility of strengthening regional cooperation and building
a bloc of countries independent of the Russian Federation in terms of energy has
emerged. Thirdly, to strengthen the energy independence of the countries in the
region, including ensuring that they can act as an important link in the supply of
natural gas to Ukraine. In an important way, the LNG terminal was to play a vital
role in strengthening the import capacity of Ukraine, under attack from Russia. In
the end, however, this demand was not fully realized, as no companies appeared
that would be interested in importing natural gas through Poland. Importantly,
Czechia played a key role, reserving import capacity for a planned LNG terminal
in Germany®. An important argument in favor of abandoning the investment was
the need, raised by Poland, to expand the Poland-Czechia interconnection (Stork II

30n 23 November 2023, energy company CEZ concluded an agreement with Germany’s
Hanseatic Energy Hub, reserving for Czechia the use of Stade terminal in Germany. The
terminal is currently under construction and the first deliveries of natural gas to Czechia
are expected to start in September 2027, amounting to 2 bcm per year (Czarnecki, Marzec,
2023).
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project with a capacity of about 5 bcm per year) (Babak, Jabtoniski, 2023). Thanks to
the cooperation with Germany, Czechia did not have to increase its import capacity,
as the already existing infrastructure connecting the Czechia with Germany could be
used to supply natural gas from the LNG terminal in Stade.

In conclusion, it should be emphasized that after February 2022. Poland has
played an extremely important role in regional cooperation and has shown that the
energy projects under way (the Swinoujscie LNG terminal, the Baltic Pipe pipeline,
interconnections with Lithuania and Slovakia) can serve regional energy security.
The next step in regional integration was to be an FSRU-type LNG terminal in
Gdansk. Ultimately, however, this investment did not materialize, due to a lack of
interest in Poland’s ability to import natural gas (mainly due to a decision by the
Czech government). At the same time, the development of infrastructure was, in the
opinion of the Law and Justice party, also crucial in the context of the possibility of
supplying Ukraine with this commodity, given the actions of the European Union
countries towards the realization of supplies from the Russian Federation. Thus, it
was assessed that not only Ukraine could play an important role in ensuring Poland’s
security, but also vice versa, especially since the Russian-Ukrainian agreement on
natural gas transit through Ukrainian territory was set to expire at the end of 2024.

Conclusion

The role of Ukraine in the context of Poland’s ability to ensure energy security has
changed more systematically over the years as a result of the changing international
environment. Undoubtedly, despite the lack of infrastructure connections (only to
some extent natural gas and electricity) for Poland, a country like Ukraine had a
much bigger role to play in the region than just securing natural gas supplies from
the Russian Federation. The importance of Ukraine in the Law and Justice party’s
concepts was more broadly due to the country’s role in guaranteeing the energy
security of Central European countries. It is also in this context that Law and Justice
has systematically advocated against the construction of the Nord Stream 1 and
Nord Stream 2 pipelines, which, along with the TurkStream pipeline, could «bypass»
Ukraine, ultimately leading to a Russian-Ukrainian war in 2022. Also in this aspect,
it has been repeatedly emphasized that the Russian Federation is systematically
making Central European countries dependent on energy resources, building its
networks of influence and ultimately applying the Falin-Kvitsky doctrine.

For the Law and Justice party, the awareness of the importance of Ukraine for
the energy security of Poland and Central Europe countries more broadly stemmed
from the negative perception of the Russian Federation and the foreign policy
pursued by that country. Accordingly, he advocated measures to strengthen regional
energy security. With the outbreak of the Russian-Ukrainian war, the Law and
Justice government has advocated continuing efforts to increase regional import
and transport capabilities. Thanks to the construction of the natural gas hub, an
opportunity has arisen to secure natural gas supplies not only to Poland, but also to
Central European countries and Ukraine. Thus, there would be a significant change,
because for many years it was Ukraine, through the construction of the Brody-Plock
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pipeline, that was supposed to enhance Poland’s energy security, and with Poland’s
role as a transit country, the role and mutual relations would change.

In summary, it should be pointed out that for Law and Justice over the years
Ukraine has played an extremely important role in ensuring Poland’s energy security,
although this role was primarily indirect. In this context, it has been repeatedly raised
what a threat the natural gas crises between the Russian Federation and Ukraine
were (2006 and 2009). Law and Justice negatively assessed Russia’s actions in the
region and its attempt to monopolize markets, forcing the expansion of domestic
import capacity. Energy security of Central European countries was also crucial for
Poland, so Ukraine played an important role in these activities. The actions taken in
2022 at the outbreak of the Russian-Ukrainian war and Poland’s support for Ukraine
should also be evaluated in this context.

The opinions expressed in the publication present only the views of the author and
cannot be equated with the position of the Institute of Central Europe.
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BI/l TA30BOi KPM3H /10 BIFHU 3 POCIIICHKOIO ®EJAEPALIIEIO:
POJIb YKPAIHM B 3ABE3NEYEHHI EHEPTETUYHOI BE3MEKU
MOJIBILI TA KPATH LIEHTPAJIbHOI EBPONU

Mixaut [TalKoBCbKUM

“Cmapwuti aHaaimuk, [ncmumym LleumpanavHoi €eponu, /liobaiH, [Toabwa

AHoTanis

LlenTpasbHa EBpomna 6yJia KJIYOBOK apeHO0 30BHIIIHbO-
noJiTUYHOI AisnbHOCTI napTil «IIpaBo i cnpaBeIUBICTbY,
dKa I'pPyHTyBa/Jlacd Ha IepeKOHaHHI, L0 CHUJIbHI MO3uIiil
[Tosibuii B perioHi MOXyTh MOCUJIMTH ii 3JJlaTHICTh BIIJIMBa-
TH Ha pimeHHA €Bponeiicekoro Corosy. BogHovac ovikyBa-
Jlocs, 110 1e 361IbIUTb cy6'eKTHICTB [los1b1Ii Ta KpaiH peri-
ony. [losbcbKa AiAABHICTD y cdepi eHepreTHYHOI 6e3neKH,
Ky 37iMCHIOBAJM NPOTAroM 6araTboX POKiB (PO3BUTOK
indpacTpykTypH, cTpareria auBepcudikarii), rpyHTyBa-
Jlacl Ha NepeKOHaHHI PO MOXJIMBI HeraTUBHI HaCAiAKU
MoHomnoJizanii punky Pocilicbkoio @esepauieto. Y 3B’s13Ky
3 [[UM HaroJIouyBaJIi Ha HEOOXiTHOCTI MPOEKTIB, 3JaTHUX
3MIIHUTH Ge3MeKy, a TaKoXX BaXJIMBY poJib BijJirpaBaJa
cniBnpang 3 kpaiHamu lleHTpanbHoi EBponu Ta YKpaiHolo.
TakuM 4YMHOM, KpaiHa MoOXe BiJjirpaBaTH HaJA3BHUYaWHO
BaXXJIMBY POJIb Y 3YCUJLIIAX PETIOHY L[0/10 eHepreTUYHOl He-
3asexHocTi. ToMy 6y/10 BU3HaHO, 10 Tpy6onpoBou «IliB-
HiYHUH TOTIiK 1» i «[liBHIYHUE MOTIK 2» MOXKYTh OCAA6UTH
He JiMllle YKpaiHy, a ¥ iHwi kpainu lleHTpanbHoi €Bponu.
[lisHaBa/IbHOIO METOI0 CTATTi OYB aHa/i3 MOMITHYHOT [yM-
Ky naprii «IlpaBo i cnpaBeJJ/IMBICTb» 1100 BaXKJUBOCTI
Ykpainu A1 3a6e3neyeHHs1 eHepreTU4YHoI 6e3neku [loJb-
mi ta Kpain llenTpasbHoi €Bponu. BignpaBHOI TOYKOIO
JUIS pO3IJIAly cTajla Te3a Ipo Te, 1o napria «[Ipaso i cipa-
Be/IJIUBICTb» PO3IVIsA/iaia YKpaiHy sIK KJI040BOro napTHepa
B 3yCWJLIAX, CIPSIMOBAHUX Ha 3MeHIIeHHdA 3Ha4yeHHs Pociii-
cekoi Pefeparii B perioHi, AKnit 6yB [[eHTPAJIbHUM y 30B-
HIINHIKA DOJiTHLI NapTil.

Kaoyosi crosa:

[Tosnbmia, Ykpaina, lleHTpasbHa
€Bpomna, eHepreTHyHa G6e3Ieka,
pocilicbko-yKpaiHCbKa BiliHa, 10-
JIiTUYHA AyMKa, naptia «[lpaso i
CIpaBeJINBICThY.
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